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Tke's Helpers

apprehensions current among véi-
ers was said to be that Gen.

senhower,

it elected, would mir-
" <round hims§lf

of the Unit
3 States Milita
| Academy — 8%
his principhl
| aides, and thin
establish s =0 :
of militar 4
junta in  the
il White Housed!

Quite ol
viousiy, tha

reporte indicated, and it iz a]
¢ propriate to point out that th
President-Elect, in the instance
where he places reliance upo
Army associates, has leaned morej
upon non-West Pointers than
graduates of the Academy.
He owed much of his success
to his fellow General of the Army,
George C. Marshall.-who had con-
siderable to do with his selection
to lead our forces in Africa and
Europe. He named as his chief of
staff an obscure officer named
Walter Bedell Smith, an old Na~1
tional Guardsman of Weorld War,
I, who is now head of the Central
Intellizence Agency, our m -t
crobetmitador—rathering informa-
tion {n protect our national secur-
ity. Neither of these invaluabie
helpers ever went to the U. S.
Military Academy.

- - -

Invaluable Assistant.

During the campaign. when
both Marshall and Smith re-
mained aloof from the presiden-
tial contest, another Armv offi-
cer of demonstrated ability, but
also lacking a West Point diplo-
ma, came to the fore as an in-
valuable Eisenhower assistant. He
is Maj. Gen. William B. Persons
(retired}.  b6-year-old native
Montgomery, Ala., whe says he
expects to have no part of the
new administration, but. whom the
President-Elect's campaign _asso-
ciates =incerely hope will have a
very important job,

Like his former chief, Persons
camea out of scholastic ratirement
as  superintendent of Staunton
i Military Academy {Staunton, Va.)
| fo assist Gen. Eisenhower on his
i return to Europe as head of
! NATO, and has been with him

Before the election, one of the!

ing gradua‘ L3

) - > - -
|} Sacthod Feudists.

.Itmes befuddled top level advisei

‘election, “Jerry"” Persens— nobod$

f further assignment from Dwight
:D. Eisenhower. But the genpra}
.opinion here is that the Presidentq
iElect will have a different idea. §

; ‘Good Press Secretary.

oLl But even though he is only 43}

e
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Most Fopular Aide. .. 3

Rearing xuch nickname; amon 3
his 0ld Army associates as “Slick’,
and “Jerry,” it can undoubtedly¥
be eaid that Gen. Persons, among |
members of Congress, newspapers |
men and his old comrades st fhii.
Pentagon is probahly more uni
versally. liked than any of th
men around the President-Elect.

Like “Beetle” Smith., Person
hreame 2 epcand lieutenant
1917, and stayed with the Army|
until his retirement in 1950, By,
that time he was a major genergl
but in the interim. he had dode
A noteworthy job for the arméd
services, Al handsome and perd
sonable officer (no pun intended)
he had performed one of the most
difficult assignments of the Pre-
war and postwar periods. He was
liaison between the armed forceasx
and Congress, 8 task which réd
quired nfinite {act, knowladgn
and the kind of ahility rarely
fourd in militarv men, i

On the isenhower car‘npaié’\
wain, when fightin' and feudiy'
smong the ambitious and .somé-

rsemed to becloud the prospe
of the Republican eandidate's
reems to know how he got thé
nickname—straightened out man$
a snarl. He had the complete cons
tidence of the moh of reporterg
who were along, and rave ‘nif
old chief a quality of loyalty th ;
geemed to transcend that.of olhe:
of the thosen circle. i
It was typical of General Per
sons that he should how out a
the end of the campaign, and angl
nounce that he did not expect anﬁ‘

- > -

§ The President-Elect's Juck ini
baving with him men of unusual
tompelence in special positions
2xtends to his campaign press
Yecretary, James C. Hagerty, loan-
&d by Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of]
New York, whose press relationsy

agerty has handled since 19433

Hagerty is a general favorite

the folks wha write the news?

véars old, there may be nne ded
tétring factor to his acceptancal
ofia White House appointment asy
press secretary. The two past

ite House secrataries have died
wighin three years of heart at-
ta_c%:s.

That may be enincidence, hut |
do gu think that the assignment ir

nf Rress secretarv tn the White

}Houﬂe—aven at $1R.000 a year--'

Iea§

is afiything to break vour neck

@ 50-Yr 2014/03/20 : —




